Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday (& 2nd Sunday) Appeal Bulletin Announcements

Palm Sunday of our Lord’s Passion – April 1 & 2, 2023
[bookmark: _Hlk130283845]This weekend, as on every celebration of Palm Sunday of our Lord’s Passion, we sing in our responsorial, “My God, My God, why have you abandoned me!”.  While we know our God has not abandoned us, in fact, he loves us so much that he gave us his only Son, that we might not die, but rather live eternally.  However, we know that for many of our brothers and sisters in need, this may be a legitimate refrain.  The circumstances of life may have them believing that their God has truly abandoned them to a life of poverty and misfortune.  The call of discipleship challenges us to become the living embodiment of our loving God for those in need.  As we come to this holiest of weeks, where we will transition from Lent to Easter, let us not so easily shake off the disciplines of this season.  Let us always seek to increase our prayer, our self-denial, and especially, our acts of charity.  One way we can continue this is by supporting the Annual Diocesan Appeal: One in Hope, One in Mission.  If you have not yet made a prayerful response to the Appeal, please take some time to reflect on your ability to participate and complete the pledge card portion printed in this weekend’s bulletin or visit www.doy.org and click on the Diocesan Appeal button.  To date, the members of our parish have pledged [INSERT PARISH PLEDGE AMOUNT] toward our parish goal of [INSERT PARISH GOAL AMOUNT].  All dollars raised remain within the six counties of our diocesan community to assist in the work of charity and extending the mission of the Church.  On behalf of Bishop Bonnar and all who will be served by the Annual Diocesan Appeal – THANK YOU!  Have a blessed Holy Week in preparation for a joyous Easter!

[bookmark: _Hlk130285091]Easter Sunday – April 8 & 9, 2023
“This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad!”  While some of us gather in the radiant glow of Easter morn, at the celebration of the Easter Vigil, the assembly literally moves from darkness into light.  But we know that for many of our brothers and sisters – there is no movement. They continue to live in darkness.  The darkness of hunger, the darkness of unemployment, the darkness of illness and neglect, the darkness of worry and concern for their children.  The invitation to revel in the bright light of the Resurrection is also a calling to extend that light to others.  In supporting the Annual Diocesan Appeal: One in Hope, One in Mission, we are able to bring that light to those in need.  If you have not yet made a prayerful response to the Appeal, please take some time to reflect on your ability to participate and complete the pledge card portion printed in this weekend’s bulletin, or visit www.doy.org and click on the Diocesan Appeal button.  To date, the members of our parish have pledged [INSERT PARISH PLEDGE AMOUNT] toward our parish goal of [INSERT PARISH GOAL AMOUNT].  All dollars raised remain within the six counties of our diocesan community to assist in the work of charity and extending the mission of the Church.  On behalf of Bishop Bonnar and all who will be served by the Annual Diocesan Appeal – THANK YOU!  Have a blessed Easter – Alleluia, Alleluia!!

Second Sunday of Easter – April 15 & 16, 2023
This Sunday, we hear in the Acts of the Apostles that all who believed held everything in common, and divided everything according to one’s need.  We know that isn’t exactly how the world works today.  However, as missionary disciples, we are called to recognize our blessings, and work to extend those blessings to others.  Through the Annual Diocesan Appeal: One in Hope, One in Mission, we are invited to do just that.  If you have not yet made a prayerful response to the Appeal, please take some time to reflect on your ability to participate and complete the pledge card portion printed in this weekend’s bulletin, or visit www.doy.org and click on the Diocesan Appeal button.  To date, the members of our parish have pledged [INSERT PARISH PLEDGE AMOUNT] toward our parish goal of [INSERT PARISH GOAL AMOUNT].  All dollars raised remain within the six counties of our diocesan community to assist in the work of charity and advance the mission of the Church.  On behalf of Bishop Bonnar and all who will be served by the Annual Diocesan Appeal – THANK YOU!  
