DIOCESE OF YOUNGSTOWN

David J. Bonnar
By the Grace of God and the Apostolic See

BISHOP OF YOUNGSTOWN

Prot. N. B 12-2025
DECREE

WHEREAS, a parish is a “certain community of the Christian faithful stably constituted in a
particular church” {c. 515 §1), which, “is the presence of the Church in a given territory, an
environment for hearing God’s word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation,
charitable outreach, worship and celebration” (Pope Francis, apostolic exhortation, Evangelii
Gaudium, November 24, 2013, n. 28);

WHEREAS, a parish exists, “as a response to a precise pastoral need, namely that of bringing the
Gospel to the People through the proclamation of the faith and the celebration of the Sacraments”
(Congregation of the Clergy, instruction, The Pastoral Conversion of the Parish Community in the
service of the evangelizing mission of the Church, July 20, 2020, n. 7), and, since it is “no longer
... the primary gathering and social center, as in former days, it is thus necessary to find new forms
of accompaniment and closeness” (ibid., n. 14), it is necessary to avoid, “any pastoral action that
is limited to the territory of the Parish [that] is outdated, which is something the parishioners
themselves observe when their Parish appears to be more interested in preserving a nostalgia of
former times as opposed to looking to the future with courage.” (ibid., n. 16);

WHEREAS, bishops “feed their sheep in the name of the Lord by fulfilling their office of teaching,
sanctifying and governing them” (Second Vatican Council, decree, Christus Dominus, October 28,
1965, n. 11) and are called to “have special solicitude for missionary work, especially by initiating,
fostering, and sustaining missionary endeavors in their own particular churches” (¢. 782 §2); and
Whereas bishops establish parishes to carry out the missionary activity of the Church in each
particular place, recalling that “All renewal in the Church must have mission as its goal if it is not
to fall prey to a kind of ecclesial introversion” (Evangelii Gaudium, n. 27; cf. John Paul II, post-
synodal apostolic exhortation, Ecclesia in Oceania, November 22, 2001, n. 19);



WHEREAS, “It is only for the diocesan bishop to erect, suppress, or alter parishes” after “he has
heard the presbyteral council” (c. 515 §2), and the bishop cannot act in an arbitrary manner in this
regard, but rather “concern for souls should be the basis for determining or reconsidering the
erection or suppression of parishes and any other changes of this kind which the bishop is
empowered to undertake on his own authority” (Christus Dominus, n. 32); and Whereas canon 515
§2 makes no provision as to the gravity of the cause required, it is nevertheless necessary that a
just cause be present (cf. Decrees of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura, Prot. N.
24048/93 CA, December 6, 1993 and Prot. N. 38159/06 CA, April 18, 2008);

WHEREAS, in response to the pastoral needs of their times, my beloved predecessors established
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish 618 Ohio Avenue in McDonald, Ohio as a territorial parish in
1943, and St. Mary Parish 3504 Main Street in Mineral Ridge, Ohio as a territorial parish in 1947,
During that time, the Christian faithful have heard the Word of God, have worshiped, and have
received the Sacraments in these parishes; In recent years the parish communities of McDonald
and Mineral Ridge, Ohio have worked more and more closely, enabling them to continue to give
an effective witness of what it is to live out the Catholic faith.

WHEREAS, in the past few decades, there have been radical changes and shifts in the demographics
throughout the region in which the Diocese of Youngstown lies, including within our own
boundaries, and these changes have impacted the Catholic community in substantial ways;

WHEREAS, the number of Catholics residing within the Diocese of Youngstown has significantly
diminished, and the number of active clergy in the Diocese has been greatly reduced in recent
years;

WHEREAS, as a result of the pressing realities facing the Diocese of Youngstown, my predecessor
promulgated the Diocesan Pastoral Plan in 2019, which implemented structural changes aimed at
developing effective ministries and supporting missionary activity, based on certain criteria,
including the number of parishioners and worshipers, parish finances, population shifts within the
region, effective use of buildings, and effective use of a limited number of priests and lay ecclesial
ministers;

WHEREAS, the parishes of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in McDonald and St. Mary in Mineral
Ridge, Ohio have experienced a reduction of active membership within the last decade, namely,
the number of funerals far exceeds the number of baptisms and registrations of new parishioners,
the collective offertory contributions of the parishes have shown a slight decline while the costs to
administer the parishes separately have grown steadily, the parishes have both struggled to meet
their goal for the Diocesan Annual Appeal to support the works of the Catholic Charities and the
ministries of the Diocese, and Mass attendance has declined significantly, resulting in the reduction
of the number of Masses celebrated at each parish;

WHEREAS, the parishes of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, McDonald and St. Mary in Mineral Ridge,
Ohio have shared pastoral ministry in a collaborative way since 2015 in various ways, including
sharing a pastor, joint religious education programs, and other pastoral activities.



WHEREAS, there are just causes supporting a merger between Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish
and St. Mary Parish, namely,

a. To provide more effectively for the pastoral care of the Christian faithful in McDonald
and Mineral Ridge, Ohio and its environs.

b. To strengthen the preaching of the Gospel to assure the vitality of the parish life.

c. To provide for a more effective stewardship of the parishes’ resources, both human and
temporal.

d. To provide for the best use of clergy.

WHEREAS, after a time of consultation and discernment it was determined that these parishes
should be merged in order, more effectively, to fulfill the mission of the Church in the given
territory; and whereas the pastor began to work toward that goal by soliciting input from the
members of the finance councils and pastoral councils of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish and
St. Mary Parish.

WHEREAS, on May 15, 2025 the pastor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish and St. Mary Parish,
together with the members of both of the parishes’ pastoral councils wrote a letter indicating their
affirmative viewpoint of the proposed merger of the parishes stating that “this is the right decision”
and that they had “begun to seck out ways to bring together the two communities.

WHEREAS, after having observed all the requirements of the procedural law, and having heard the
Presbyteral Council September 15, 2025, under the name of Queen of Heaven Parish, effective
January 1, 2026 (cf. ¢. 121; Congregation for the Clergy, letter, “Procedural Guidelines for the
Modification of Parishes and the Closure, Relegation and Alienation of Churches,” April 30, 2013,
n. l.c.i):

THEREFORE, I, the undersigned Bishop of Youngstown have decided as follows, and I hereby
DECREE

1. The territorial parishes of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in McDonald, and St. Mary in
Mineral Ridge Ohio are merged in an extinctive union, in accordance with canons 121 and
515 §2 of the Code of Canon Law. The name of the newly merged parish will be Queen
of Heaven Parish. The boundaries of the newly merged parish will be the same as the
boundaries of the territorial parishes of OQur Lady of Perpetual Help and St. Mary. The
effective date of this merger is January 1, 2026.

2. The parish will maintain the two sacred edifices of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church and
St. Mary Church, preserving their sacred titles, and will use both churches for divine
worship (cf. cc. 1214 and 1218).

3. All members of the originating parishes will now be members of the newly merged parish.



4. The parish will be served by one pastor, will maintain one parish office on the premises of
St. Mary Church, Mineral Ridge Ohio, and will have one joint religious education program
to enhance the faith formation of the children of the entire parish community.

5. All properties and assets of the parishes shall now become part of the new juridic person
of the merged parish of Queen of Heaven. All assets and debts shall be held now by the
newly merged parish. By way of a particular document approved by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Diocese of Youngstown, the management of all assets and debts that now
concern the newly merged parish will be properly detailed, attentive to the principle of
equity and for the common good of ail concerned.

6. All registers containing records of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, deaths and burials
hitherto preserved by the Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and St. Mary are to be
conveyed to the offices of the newly merged Parish of Queen of Heaven at the premises of
St. Mary Church, Mineral Ridge, where they will be faithfully preserved in accordance
with the norms of canon 535 §§1-5 of the Code of Canon Law.

This decree is effective immediately. At the same time, I order this decree to be made public to all
the faithful through its publication on this day on the website of the Diocese of Youngstown. This
publication on the website will serve as the legitimate notification. Furthermore, a notarized copy
of this decree will be sent to the pastor, who will make it available to them in the parish bulletin
and on the parish website at both churches.

All those who claim to have been aggrieved by this decree are herewith notified that, if they desire
to file recourse against this decree, they are required, ad validitatem, to submit a petition in the
sense of canon 1734 §1 to us within ten useful days from the legitimate notification of this decree.



Given at Youngstown, Ohio this Second day of October in the Year of Our Lord 2025.

Most Reverend David J. Bonnar
Bishop of Youngstown

%ﬁxm of a2 &y,
Joan Kéwson
Chancellor
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Carolyn Wootenr—"

Notary




DI10OCESE OF YOUNGSTOWN

David J. Bonnar
By the Grace of God and the Apostolic See

BISHOP OF YOUNGSTOWN

Prot. N. B7-2025
DECREE

WHEREAS, a parish is a “certain community of the Christian faithful stably constituted in a
particular church” (c. 515 §1), which, “is the presence of the Church in a given territory, an
environment for hearing God’s word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation,
charitable outreach, worship and celebration” (Pope Francis, apostolic exhortation, Evangelii
Gaudium, November 24, 2013, n. 28);

WHEREAS, a parish exists, “as a response to a precise pastoral need, namely that of bringing the
Gospel to the People through the proclamation of the faith and the celebration of the Sacraments™
(Congregation of the Clergy, instruction, The Pastoral Conversion of the Parish Communily in the
service of the evangelizing mission of the Church, July 20, 2020, n. 7), and, since it is “no longer
... the primary gathering and social center, as in former days, it is thus necessary to find new forms
of accompaniment and closeness” (ibid., n. 14), it is necessary to avoid, “any pastoral action that
is limited to the territory of the Parish [that] is outdated, which is something the parishioners
themselves observe when their Parish appears to be more interested in preserving a nostalgia of
former times as opposed to looking to the future with courage.” (ibid., n. 16);

WHEREAS, bishops “feed their sheep in the name of the Lord by fulfilling their office of teaching,
sanctifying and governing them” (Second Vatican Council, decree, Christus Dominus, October 28,
1965, n. 11) and are called to “have special solicitude for missionary work, especially by initiating,
fostering, and sustaining missionary endeavors in their own particular churches” (c. 782 §2); and
Whereas bishops establish parishes to carry out the missionary activity of the Church in each
particular place, recalling that “All renewal in the Church must have mission as its goal if it is not
to fall prey to a kind of ecclesial introversion” (Evangelii Gaudium, n. 27; cf. John Paul I, post-
synodal apostolic exhortation, Ecclesia in Oceania, November 22, 2001, n. 19);



WHEREAS, “It is only for the diocesan bishop to erect, suppress, or alter parishes” after “he has
heard the presbyteral council” (¢c. 515 §2), and the bishop cannot act in an arbitrary manner in this
regard, but rather “concern for souls should be the basis for determining or reconsidering the
erection or suppression of parishes and any other changes of this kind which the bishop is
empowered to undertake on his own authority” (Christus Dominus, n. 32); and Whereas canon 515
§2 makes no provision as to the gravity of the cause required, it is nevertheless necessary that a
just cause be present (cf. Decrees of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura, Prot. N.
24048/93 CA, December 6, 1993 and Prot. N. 38159/06 CA, April 18, 2008),

WHEREAS, in response to the pastoral needs of their times, my beloved predecessors established
Saint Brendan Parish 2800 Oakwood, Youngstown, Ohio as a territorial parish in 1923, Saint
Christine Parish 3165 S. Schenley Ave Youngstown, Ohio as a territorial parish in 1953 and Our
Lady of Sorrows Parish 915 Cornell St, Youngstown, Ohio in 2012 originally Saint Matthias
Parish, a personal parish for the Slovak Catholics established in 1914.; During that time, the
Christian faithful have heard the Word of God, have worshiped, and have received the Sacraments
in these parishes; In recent years the parish communities have worked more and more closely,
enabling them to continue to give an effective witness of what it is to live out the Catholic faith;

WHEREAS, in the past few decades, there have been radical changes and shifts in the demographics
throughout the region in which the Diocese of Youngstown lies, including within our own
boundaries, and these changes have impacted the Catholic community in substantial ways;

WHEREAS, the number of Catholics residing within the Diocese of Youngstown has significantly
diminished, and the number of active clergy in the Diocese has been greatly reduced in recent
years.

WHEREAS, as a result of the pressing realities facing the Diocese of Youngstown, my predecessor
promulgated the Diocesan Pastoral Plan in 2019, which implemented structural changes aimed at
developing effective ministries and supporting missionary activity, based on certain criteria,
including the number of parishioners and worshipers, parish finances, population shifts within the
region, effective use of buildings, and effective use of a limited number of priests and lay ecclesial
ministers;

WHEREAS, the parishes of Saint Brendan and Our Lady of Sorrows in Youngstown, Ohio have
experienced a reduction of active membership within the last decade, namely, the number of
funerals far exceeds the number of baptisms and registrations of new parishioners, the collective
offertory contributions of the parishes have shown a slight decline while the costs to administer
the parishes separately have grown steadily, the parishes have both struggled to meet their goal for
the Diocesan Annual Appeal to support the works of the Catholic Charities and the ministries of
the Diocese, and Mass attendance has declined significantly, resulting in the reduction of the
number of Masses celebrated at each parish;



WHEREAS, the parishes of Saint Brendan, Saint Christine and Our Lady of Sorrows in
Youngstown, Ohio have shared pastoral ministry with neighboring parishes in various ways,
including sharing a pastor, joint religious education programs, and other pastoral activities; and
whereas at times in the past these joint ventures have been shared even among the three parishes
in Youngstown,

WHEREAS, Our Lady of Sorrow (St. Matthias) , Ohio was established as a personal parish, which
is “determined by reason of the rite, language, or nationality of the Christian faithful of some
territory, or even for some other reason” (c. 518); and whereas it is now no longer the case that
there is a language barrier among the descendants of that immigrant population;

WHEREAS, there are just causes supporting a merger between Saint Brendan Parish, Saint Christine
Parish and Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, namely,

a. To provide more effectively for the pastoral care of the Christian faithful in the City of
Youngstown, Ohio and its environs.

b. To strengthen the preaching of the Gospel to assure the vitality of the parish life.

c. To provide for a more effective stewardship of the parishes’ resources, both human and
temporal.

d. To provide for the best use of clergy.

WHEREAS, after a time of consultation and discernment it was determined that these parishes
should be merged in order, more effectively, to fulfill the mission of the Church in the given
territory; and whereas the pastor began to work toward that goal by soliciting input from the
members of the finance councils and pastoral councils of Saint Brendan Parish, Saint Christine
Parish and Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, which began to meet together in 2024, while remaining
separate groups proper to each juridic person;

WHEREAS, on May 14, 2025 the pastor of Saint Brendan Parish, Saint Christine Parish and Our
Lady of Sorrows Parish, together with the members of both of the parishes’ pastoral councils wrote
a letter indicating their affirmative viewpoint of the proposed merger of the parishes stating that
“this is the right decision” and that they had “begun to seek out ways to bring together the three
communities”, and in the same letter they proposed names for the new parish which reflect both
communities and their rich history;

WHEREAS, after having observed all requirements of the procedural law and having heard the
Presbyteral Council on September 15, 2025, under the name Saint Mary Magdalene Parish
effective January 1, 2026 (cf. c. 121 Congregation for the Clergy letter, “Procedural Guidelines for
the Modification of Parishes and the Closure, Relegation and Alienation of Church,” April 30,
2013,N. 1.c.i)



THEREFORE, I, the undersigned Bishop of Youngstown have decided as follows, and I hereby

DECREE

1. The territorial parish of Saint Brendan and Saint Christine in Youngstown, Ohio and the
personal parish of Our Lady of Sorrows in Youngstown, Ohio are merged in an extinctive
union, in accordance with canons 121 and 515 §2 of the Code of Canon Law. The name
of the newly merged parish will be Saint Mary Magdalene Parish. The boundaries of the
newly merged parish will be the same as the boundaries of the territorial parish of Saint
Brendan and Saint Christine.

2. The parish will maintain the sacred edifices of Saint Brendan Church, Saint Christine and
Saint Matthias Church the name given at the time of dedication for Our Lady of Sorrows
Church preserving their sacred titles, and will use Saint Christine Church for divine
worship (cf. cc. 1214 and 1218).Saint Brendan and Saint Matthias will used as secondary
sites for the celebration of Feast Days and date of Dedication, Baptisms, Marriages and
Masses of Christian Burial.

3. All members of the originating parishes will now be members of the newly merged parish.

4. The parish will be served by one pastor, will maintain one parish office on the premises of
Saint Christine Church 3165 S. Schenley Ave in Youngstown, and will have one joint
religious education program to enhance the faith formation of the children and adults of
the entire parish community.

5. All properties and assets of the parishes shall now become part of the new juridic person
of the merged parish of Saint Mary Magdalene. All assets and debts shall be held now by
the newly merged parish. By way of a particular document approved by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Diocese of Youngstown, the management of all assets and debts that now
concern the newly merged parish will be properly detailed, attentive to the principle of
equity and for the common good of all concemned.

6. All registers containing records of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, deaths and burials
hitherto preserved by the Parish of Saint Brendan, and the Parish of Our Lady of Sorrows
are to be conveyed to the offices of the newly merged Parish of Saint Mary Magdalene at
the premises of Saint Christine, where they will be faithfully preserved in accordance with
the norms of canon 535 §§1-5 of the Code of Canon Law.

This decree is effective immediately. At the same time, I order this decree to be made public to all
the faithful through its publication on this day on the website of the Diocese of Youngstown. This
publication on the website will serve as the legitimate notification. Furthermore, a notarized copy
of this decree will be sent to the pastor, who will make it available to them in the parish bulletin
and on the parish website at both churches.



All those who claim to have been aggrieved by this decree are herewith notified that, if they desire
to file recourse against this decree, they are required, ad validitatem, to submit a petition in the
sense of canon 1734 §1 to us within ten useful days from the legitimate notification of this decree.

Given at Youngstown, Ohio this Second Day of October. in the Year of Our Lord 2025.
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Most Reverend David J. Bonnar
Bishop of Youngstown
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Chancellor
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Notary




D10CESE OF YOUNGSTOWN

David J. Bonnar
By the Grace of God and the Apostolic See

BISHOP OF YOUNGSTOWN

Prot. N B8-2025
DECREE

In order to more effectively structure the merged Parish of Saint Mary Magdalene, I am directing
the sacramental ministry, pastoral care and Christian formation be centralized in the Church of
Saint Christine, Youngstown. This decree is effective January 1, 2026. This was done after
consultation with the Presbyteral Council of the Diocese of Youngstown on September 15, 2025,
the Finance and Parish Council along with the votum of the pastor, Reverend John Jerek.

The Church of Saint Brendan will be open for prayer and devotion of the Faithful in order to
preserve the spiritual and historic heritage of the church. Mass will be celebrated on the patron
feast and on the day of dedication along with Baptisms, Marriages and Masses of Christian Burial.

The supervision of Saint Brendan Church will be under the direction of the Pastor of Saint Mary
Magdalene Parish, Youngstown, Ohio.

All expenses for Saint Brendan Church will be met from the operational expense of Saint Mary
Magdalene.

I exhort the Catholic Faithful of Saint Brendan Church to participate as members of Saint Mary
Magdalene Parish and to continue to support the parish.

I order this decree to be made public to all the faithful through its publication on this day on the
website of the Diocese of Youngstown. This publication on the website will serve as the legitimate
notification. Furthermore a notarized copy of this decree will be sent to the pastor who will make
it available to the faithful in the parish bulletin and on the website.



All those who claim to have been aggrieved by this decree are herewith notified that if they desire
to file recourse against this decree, they are required as validitatem to submit a petition in the sense
of canon 1734.1 to us within ten useful days from the legitimate notification of this decree.

Given at Youngstown, Ohio this Second Day of October in the Year of Our Lord 2025.

¢ fuct )
Most Reverend David J. Bonnar
Bishop of Youngstown
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Joan4.awson
Chancellor
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Notary



D10CESE OF YOUNGSTOWN

David J. Bonnar
By the Grace of God and the Apostolic See

BISHOP OF YOUNGSTOWN

Prot. N B9-2025

DECREE

In order to more effectively structure the merged Parish of Saint Mary Magdalene, I am directing
the sacramental ministry, pastoral care and Christian formation be centralized in the Church of
Saint Christine, Youngstown. This decree is effective January 1, 2026. This was done after
consultation with the Presbyteral Council of the Diocese of Youngstown on September 15, 2025,
the Finance and Parish Council along with the votum of the pastor, Reverend John Jerek.

The Church of Saint Matthias will be open for prayer and devotion of the Faithful in order to
preserve the spiritual and historic heritage of the church. Mass will be celebrated on the patron
feast and on the day of dedication along with Baptisms, Marriages and Masses of Christian Burial.

The supervision of Saint Matthias Church will be under the direction of the Pastor of Saint Mary
Magdalene Parish, Youngstown, Ohio.

All expenses for Saint Matthias Church will be met from the operational expense of Saint Mary
Magdalene.

I exhort the Catholic Faithful of Saint Matthias Church to participate as members of Saint Mary
Magdalene Parish and to continue to support the parish.

I order this decree to be made public to all the faithful through its publication on this day on the
website of the Diocese of Youngstown. This publication on the website will serve as the legitimate
notification. Furthermore a notarized copy of this decree will be sent to the pastor who will make
it available to the faithful in the parish bulletin and on the website.



All those who claim to have been aggrieved by this decree are herewith notified that if they desire
to file recourse against this decree, they are required as validitatem to submit a petition in the sense
of canon 1734.1 to us within ten useful days from the legitimate notification of this decree.

Given at Youngstown, Ohio this Second Day of October in the Year of Our Lord 2025.
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Most ReYérend David J. Bonnar
Bishop of Youngstown
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Joan Fawson
Chancellor
Carolyn Weetén~—-""

Notary



D10CESE OF YOUNGSTOWN

David J. Bonnar
By the Grace of God and the Apostolic See

BISHOP OF YOUNGSTOWN

Prot. N. B10-2025
DECREE

Whereas on October 2, 2025, in order to more effectively structure the merged Parish of Saint
Columba Cathedral, [ directed that sacramental ministry, pastoral care and Christian formation be
centralized in the Church of Saint Columba Cathedral, Youngstown. This decree is effective
November 3, 2025. This was done after consultation with the Presbyteral Council of the Diocese
of Youngstown on September 15, 2025, the Finance and Parish Council of Saint Columba
Cathedral along with the votum of the rector, Very Reverend Monsignor Robert Siffrin.

The Church of SS. Peter and Paul will be open for prayer and devotion of the Faithful in order to
preserve the spiritual and historic heritage of the church. Mass will be celebrated on the patron
feast and on the day of dedication along with Baptisms, Weddings and Masses of Christian Burial.

The supervision of SS. Peter and Paul Church will be under the direction of the Rector of Saint
Columba Cathedral, Youngstown, Ohio.

All expenses for SS. Peter and Paul Church will be met from the operational expense of Saint
Columba Cathedral.

I exhort the Catholic Faithful of SS. Peter and Paul Church to participate as members of Saint
Columba Cathedral Parish and to continue to support the parish.

I order this decree to be made public to all the faithful through its publication on this day on the
website of the Diocese of Youngstown. This publication on the website will serve as the legitimate
notification. Furthermore, a notarized copy of this decree will be sent to the pastor who will make
it available to the faithful in the parish bulletin and on the website.



All those who claim to have been aggrieved by this decree are herewith notified that if they desire
to file recourse against this decree, they are required as validitatem to submit a petition in the sense
of canon 1734.1 to us within ten useful days from the legitimate notification of this decree.

Given at Youngstown, Ohio this Second Day of October in the Year of Our Lord 2025.

FRSl ) I

Most Reverend David J. Bonnar
Bishop of Youngstown
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D10CESE OF YOUNGSTOWN

David J. Bonnar
By the Grace of God and the Apostolic See

BISHOP OF YOUNGSTOWN
Prot. N. B11-2025

Canon 1222

If a church cannot be used in any way for divine worship and there is no possibility of repairing
it, the diocesan bishop can relegate it to profane but not sordid use.

Where other grave causes suggest that a church no longer be used for divine worship, the
diocesan bishop, after having heard the presbyteral council, can relegate it to profane but not
sordid use, with the consent of those who legitimately claim rights for themselves in the church
and provided that the good of souls suffer no detriment thereby.

Whereas the original St. Peter of the Fields Church built in 1868 served the faithful of Rootstown
until a new church building was built and dedicated in 2006.

Whereas the original building was used for missions, exhibits and some sacramental celebrations
throughout the years, recent and severe water damage to the building and its basement now
prohibits the use of the building.

Therefore, I the undersigned Bishop of Youngstown have decided as follows and hereby

DECREE

That the original St. Peter of the Fields Church building no longer shall be used for sacred functions
but in accord with canon 1222 and with proper consultation of the Presbyteral Council on
September 15, 2025, as well as proper consultation with the members of the parish council and



finance council, ] formally declare by decree the relegation of the original St. Peter of the Fields
Church, Rootstown, Ohio to profane but not sordid use, effective immediately.

I order this decree to be made public to all the faithful through its publication on this day on the
website of the Diocese of Youngstown. This publication on the website will serve as the legitimate
notification. Furthermore, a notarized copy of this decree will be sent to the pastor who will make
it available to the faithful in the parish bulletin and on the website.

All those who claim to have been aggrieved by this decree are herewith notified that, if they desire
to file recourse against this decree, they are required, ad validitatem, to submit a petition in the
sense of canon 1734.1 to us within ten useful days from the legitimate notification of this decree.

Given at Youngstown, Ohio this Second Day of October in the Year of Our Lord 2025.
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Most ReverendvDa%id J. Bonnar
Bishop of Youngstown

dﬂ'ﬁ//\ @Mm

Joan fawson
Chancellor
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Notary



DI1OCESE OF YOUNGSTOWN

David J. Bonnar
By the Grace of God and the Apostolic See

BISHOP OF YOUNGSTOWN

Prot. N. B5 2025
DECREE

WHEREAS, bishops “feed their sheep in the name of the Lord by fulfilling their office of teaching,
sanctifying and governing them” and “pursue their apostolic work as witnesses of Christ to all
people” (Second Vatican Council, decree, Christus Dominus, October 28, 1965, n. 11);

WHEREAS, the diocesan bishop has the duty to exercise careful vigilance over the administration
of all the goods which belong to public juridic persons subject to him (c. 1276 §1), and whereas
the diocesan bishop, in the administration of goods, concerns himself first of all with providing for
divine worship, charity, the apostolate and the support of the clergy, these ends always being given
precedence over all others (Congregation for Bishops, Directory for the Pastoral Ministry of
Bishops “Apostolorum Successores,” February 22, 2004, n. 188);

WHEREAS, in order to provide for the exercise of divine worship, the diocesan bishop directs or
consents to the building of churches (cf. ¢. 1215 §1), and whereas a church is a “sacred building
designated for divine worship to which the faithful have the right of entry for the exercise,
especially the public exercise, of divine worship” (c. 1214);

WHEREAS, it pertains to the ecclesiastical authority to regulate the exercise of divine worship in a
church, to determine the days and hours in which the church is to be open to the faithful, or even
temporarily to suspend entry into it for a just reason (Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura,
decree, prot. no. 46628/12 CA, May 25, 2012: “ad auctoriatatem vero ecclesiasticam competentem
pertinent exercitum cultus divini in ea moderari, decernere dies et horas quibus ecclesia fidelibus
pateat vel immo adytum ad eam ad tempus suspendere iustam ob rationem”);

WHEREAS, charity and other assistance to be bestowed on the poor and other things of this kind
cannot be neglected in order to preserve a sacred building (Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic
Signatura, decree coram Agustoni, May 4, 1996: “Praeterea ut salvetur aedifcium sacrum negligi
haud queunt elemosyna ceteraque subsidia pauperibus praesertim elargienda et alia huiusmodi”);



WHEREAS, if a church cannot be used in any way for divine worship and there is no possibility of
repairing it, the diocesan bishop can relegate it to profane but not sordid use (c. 1222 §1); and
whereas, “The impossibility of repair can arise from the state of the church itself, or it could also
arise from complete lack of the necessary resources to do what would need to be done” (Raymond
Burke, “Some Developments in the Jurisprudence of the Apostolic Signatura in the Matter of the
Reduction of Churches to Profane, but Not Sordid Use”, The Jurist, 78 [2022], 20);

WHEREAS, Mother of Sorrows Parish, was established in 1890, and the parish church was built
beginning in 1898, and whereas the parish was merged in an extinctive union with Saint Joseph
and Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parishes in Ashtabula, by my predecessor in 2011;

WHEREAS, on April 24, 2022, after consultation with the Presbyteral Council, the parish and
Finance Councils along with the votum of the Pastor, and in order to more effectively structure the
merged parish of Our Lady of Peace, in Ashtabula, I directed that sacramental ministry, pastoral
care and Christian formation be centralized in the Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel;

WHEREAS, ] decreed that the Church of St. Joseph and the Church of Mother of Sorrows,
Ashtabula would be open for prayer and devotion of the faithful to preserve the spiritual and
historical heritage of the churches and that Holy Mass would be celebrated on the Patronal Feasts
and on the anniversaries of their dedication;

WHEREAS, in September of 2024, a substantial piece of plaster fell from the ceiling to the floor at
the Mother of Sorrows Church, which required limiting access to the building;

WHEREAS, a period of consultation with a structural engineers followed, who estimated that the
damaged section of the ceiling could be remediated for approximately $130,000.00, which
however, was only addressing a narrowly defined section of the ceiling and did not guarantee that
such work would be sufficient;

WHEREAS, in order to remediate the entire ceiling of the church would cost an estimated
$4,750,000;

WHEREAS, in addition to the issues with the plaster of the ceiling of the church, there appear to be
structural issues due to the settling of the church building itself;

WHEREAS, the parish financial picture has resulted in drastic reductions in staffing in order to
control spending resulting in a lack of ministerial outreach and whereas the parish is consuming
resources trying to maintain three facilities that are too big and in need of major repairs, including
the high cost of insurance (last fiscal year, more than $25,000.00 was spent to insure the Church
of Mother of Sorrows alone);

WHEREAS, the parish does not have the means to raise this kind of money when they need to
address several needs at the primary worship site.

WHEREAS, a financial and moral impossibility exists, preventing the parish from proceeding with
the necessary repairs on the structure and ceiling of Mother of Sorrows Church;



WHEREAS, due that the gravity of the situation, Fr. Connor Hetzel, Pastor of Our Lady of Peace
Parish, with the members of the Parish Pastoral Council and Finance Council, petitioned that I
relegate Mother of Sorrows Church to profane but not sordid use, to more effectively fulfill the
mission of the Church in the given territory in Ashtabula.

WHEREAS, having carefully reviewed the pastoral statistics, finances and studied facts, and having
convened the Diocesan Presbyteral Council on September 15, 2025, which gave unanimously
favorable advice for the relegation of Mother of Sorrows Church to profane but not sordid use;

THEREFORE, I, the undersigned Bishop of Youngstown have decided as follows, and I hereby
DECREE

That, since Mother of Sorrows Church can no longer be used for sacred functions and cannot be
repaired, and having consulted the Presbyteral council on September 15, 2025, as well as the
members of the Parish’s Pastoral Council and Finance Council, the relegation of Mother of
Sotrows Church to profane but not sordid use, in accordance with canon 1222 §1.

This decree is effective November 30, 2025. I order this decree to be made public to all the faithful
through its publication on this day on the website of the Diocese of Youngstown, which will serve
as the legitimate notification. Furthermore, a notarized copy of this decree will be sent to the
pastor, who will make it available to parishioners in the parish bulletin and on the parish website.

All those who claim to have been aggrieved by this decree are herewith notified that, if they desire
to file recourse against this decree, they are required, ad validitatem, to submit a petition in the
sense of canon 1734 §1 to us within ten useful days from the legitimate notification of this decree.

Given at Youngstown, Ohio this Second day of October in the Year of Our Lord 2025.

+ Lt j Z

Most Reverend David4. Bonnar
Bishop of Youngstown

Qmm '{Mm
Joan Fawson
Chancellor

Carolfn Wobten—"
Notary
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DECREE

WHEREAS, bishops “feed their sheep in the name of the Lord by fulfilling their office of teaching,
sanctifying and governing them” and “pursue their apostolic work as witnesses of Christ to all
people” (Second Vatican Council, decree, Christus Dominus, October 28, 1965, n. 11);

WHEREAS, the diocesan bishop has the duty to exercise careful vigilance over the administration
of all the goods which belong to public juridic persons subject to him (c. 1276 §1), and whereas
the diocesan bishop, in the administration of goods, concerns himself first of all with providing for
divine worship, charity, the apostolate and the support of the clergy, these ends always being given
precedence over all others (Congregation for Bishops, Directory for the Pastoral Ministry of
Bishops “Apostolorum Successores,” February 22, 2004, n. 188);

WHEREAS, in order to provide for the exercise of divine worship, the diocesan bishop directs or
consents to the building of churches (cf. c. 1215 §1), and whereas a church is a “sacred building
designated for divine worship to which the faithful have the right of entry for the exercise,
especially the public exercise, of divine worship” (c. 1214);

WHEREAS, it pertains to the ecclesiastical authority to regulate the exercise of divine worship in a
church, to determine the days and hours in which the church is to be open to the faithful, or even
temporarily to suspend entry into it for a just reason (Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura,
decree, prot. no. 46628/12 CA, May 25, 2012: “ad auctoriatatem vero ecclesiasticam competentem
pertinent exercitum cultus divini in ea moderari, decernere dies et horas quibus ecclesia fidelibus
pateat vel immo adytum ad eam ad tempus suspendere iustam ob rationem”);



WHEREAS, charity and other assistance to be bestowed on the poor and other things of this kind
cannot be neglected in order to preserve a sacred building (Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic
Signatura, decree coram Agustoni, May 4, 1996: “Praeterea ut salvetur aedifcium sacrum negligi
haud queunt elemosyna ceteraque subsidia pauperibus praesertim elargienda et alia huiusmodi”);

WHEREAS, where grave causes suggest that a church no longer be used for divine worship, the
diocesan bishop, after having heard the presbyteral council, can relegate it to profane but not sordid
use, with the consent of those who legitimately claim rights for themselves in the church and
provided that the good of souls suffers no detriment thereby (canon 1222 §2);

WHEREAS, the grave cause of relegation to profane but not sordid use may exist not in one obvious
grave cause but may arise from a combination of many just causes which combined together
manifest a grave cause (Congregation for Clergy, Procedural Guidelines for the Modification of
Parishes, the Closure or Relegation of Churches to Profane but not Sordid Use, and the Alienation
of the Same, April 30, 2013, Prot. No. 20131348),

WHEREAS, in the past few decades, there have been radical changes and shifts in the demographics
throughout the region in which the Diocese of Youngstown lies, including within our own
boundaries, and these changes have impacted the Catholic community in substantial ways;

WHEREAS, the number of Catholics residing within the Diocese of Youngstown has significantly
diminished, and the number of active clergy in the Diocese has been greatly reduced in recent
years;

WHEREAS, as a result of the pressing realities facing the Diocese of Youngstown a Pastoral Plan
was developed which implemented structural changes aimed at developing effective ministries and
supporting missionary activity, based on certain criteria, including the number of parishioners and
worshipers, parish finance, population shifts within the region, effective use of buildings and
effective use of limited number of priests, deacons and lay ecclesial ministers;

WHEREAS, in response to the pastoral needs of the time, my beloved predecessor established Our
Lady of Peace Parish in Ashtabula, Ohio as a territorial parish in 2011; and whereas the
establishment of the parish consisted of the merger between the parishes of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, St. Joseph and Mother of Sorrows all in Ashtabula;

WHEREAS, since the time of the merger, the Christian faithful in the City of Ashtabula have heard
the Word of God, have worshiped, have received the Sacraments in the parish, and have worked
more and more closely, enabling them to continue to give an effective witness of what it is to live
out the Catholic faith;

WHEREAS, on April 24, 2022, after consultation with the Presbyteral Council, the parish and
Finance Councils along with the votum of the Pastor, and in order to more effectively structure the
merged parish of Our Lady of Peace, in Ashtabula, I directed that sacramental ministry, pastoral
care and Christian formation be centralized in the Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel in
Ashtabula;



WHEREAS, I decreed that the Church of St. Joseph and the Church of Mother of Sorrows,
Ashtabula would be open for prayer and devotion of the faithful to preserve the spiritual and
historical heritage of the churches and that Holy Mass would be celebrated on the Patronal Feasts
and on the anniversaries of their dedication;

WHEREAS, Father Connor Hetzel, Pastor of Qur Lady of Peace Parish in Ashtabula, Ohio, with the
members of the parish’s Finance Council and Pastoral Council, has requested by letter of
September 4, 2025 that I relegate the Church of Saint Joseph in Ashtabula to profane but not sordid
use;

WHEREAS, the parish financial picture has resulted in drastic reductions of staffing in order to
control spending resulting in a lack of ministerial outreach;

WHEREAS, the parish is consuming resources trying to maintain three facilities that are too big and
need of major repairs;

WHEREAS, the parish has done much to control spending, including minimizing utility expenses,
and whereas there is an extremely high cost of insurance (last fiscal year totaling approximately
$30,000.00 for Saint Joseph Church);

WHEREAS, the Church of Saint Joseph in Ashtabula is located in a neighborhood that has
experienced great decline and significant rise in crime over the last many years, resulting in an
unwillingness of parishioners to enter the church during designated periods of prayer due to safety
concerns, and whereas the parishioners have not been able to contribute meaningfully to the
preservation of the spiritual heritage of the church;

WHEREAS, after a time of consultation and discernment it was determined that the financial gravity
of the situation renders petition to relegate St. Joseph Church to profane but not sordid use, to more
effectively fulfill the mission of the Church in the given territory of Ashtabula;

WHEREAS, having examined the facts of the present case, we have determined that the
abovementioned reasons constitute the gravity required by canon 1222 §2, even if some of the
reasons invoked may not by themselves constitute a grave cause, they do so when taken together;

WHEREAS, having convened the Diocesan Presbyteral Council on September 15, 2025, which
gave unanimously favorable advice for the relegation of the Church of Saint Joseph in Ashtabula
to profane but not sordid use;

WHEREAS, after careful examination, it was established that no one could legitimately claim rights
for themselves in the church, understood primarily as patrimonial rights (cf. Supreme Tribunal of
the Apostolic Signatura, Decree, November 21, 1988, Communicationes 20 [1988] 93);

WHEREAS, it has been established that the good of souls will suffer no detriment as a result of the
proposed relegation of Saint Joseph Church in Ashtabula, Ohio to profane but not sordid use (c.
1222 §2);



THEREFORE, I, the undersigned Bishop of Youngstown have decided as follows, and I hereby
DECREE

That Saint Joseph Church be relegated to profane but not sordid use, and is no longer be used for
sacred functions, in accordance with canon 1222 §2 and with proper consultation of the Presbyteral
Council on September 15, 2025, as well as proper consultation with members of the parish council
and finance council.

This decree is effective November 30, 2025. At the same time, I order this decree to be made
public to all the faithful through its publication on this day on the website of the Diocese of
Youngstown. This publication on the website will serve as the legitimate notification.
Furthermore, a notarized copy of this decree will be sent to the pastor, who will make it available
to the parishioners in the parish bulletin and on the parish website.

All those who claim to have been aggrieved by this decree are herewith notified that, if they desire

to file recourse against this decree, they are required, ad validitatem, to submit a petition in the
sense of canon 1734 §1 to us within ten useful days from the legitimate notification of this decree.

Given at Youngstown, Ohio this Second day of October in the Year of Our Lord 2025.

¢ Lol 3 Lo

Most Reverend David J. Bonnar
Bishop of Youngstown

Joan Lgson

Chancellor

Carolyn Wdotep—"
Notary



	2025-10-02 Queen of Heaven.pdf
	2025-10-02 StMaryMagdalene.pdf
	2025-10-02 StMaryMagdalene StBrendan.pdf
	2025-10-02 StMaryMagdalene StMatthias.pdf
	2025-10-02 StColumba SSPeterPaul1.pdf
	2025-10-02 StPeterofFields.pdf
	2025-10-02 OLOP MotherofSorrows ASHT.pdf
	2025-10-02 OLOP StJoseph ASH.pdf

