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ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 2026
The Participation of Every Parish Is Vital…and Appreciated! 
Your parish’s In-Pew Appeal (consisting of Announcement Weekend, Commitment Weekend, and Follow-Up Weekend) is critical for building participation in the 2026 Annual Diocesan Appeal. Parishes with strong In-Pew Appeals often see an increase in total dollars raised. More importantly, these parishes boost participation among parishioners and activate a greater number of first-time appeal donors. This means we will be able to help more people in need.

Your leadership support in your parish plays a crucial role in the continued success and growth of the Annual Diocesan Appeal. On behalf of those we serve, thank you for your efforts in the weeks ahead.
Annual Diocesan Appeal Parish Resource List 
· Talking Points for Announcement Weekend, Commitment Weekend, and Follow Up Weekends
· Brochures with Pledge cards
· QR Code sheet for pews
· Commitment Weekend bulletin cover
· Bulletin Announcements

Important Dates
· Announcement Weekend– Feb. 7-8
· No Brochures Distributed
· Commitment Weekend– Feb. 14-15
· Homily Focus on Appeal; Brochures Distributed
· Follow Up Weekends– Feb. 21-22 and Feb. 28-Mar. 1
· Brochures Available
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Announcement Weekend: February 7-8 

Goal: Share with parishioners that the following weekend (February 14-15) will be the weekend that they are asked to make a commitment to the Annual Diocesan Appeal, if they have not done so via mail already.

Talking Points for Pastors
The following talking points are provided to assist you with introducing the ways the Annual Diocesan Appeal serves as an opportunity to come together in mission to make a crucial commitment to support the work of our diocese.

· Every year, we come together as one Catholic community to support the Annual Diocesan Appeal. The annual appeal theme – One in Hope, One in Mission – serves as a powerful reminder that the annual appeal is an opportunity for all Catholics in our diocese to join together as one in mission to make a shared commitment to support the work of the diocese. This commitment serves the needs of our diocese’s parishes, schools, and people as well as providing hope and care to our neighbors in need.

· I am so grateful for our <PARISH NAME> family. Together we are creating a caring parish community that shares its resources with those in need of God’s love. 

· As this year’s Annual Diocesan Appeal begins, I encourage each of you to prayerfully consider your gift to the appeal.

· Next week, and in the coming weeks, I will ask each of you to generously support the ADA, which provides funding to several ministries of our diocese.

· Many of you may have already received a letter from Bishop Bonnar about the appeal, and I ask, if you have not done so already, to read through it closely and reflect on how you can help further the work of our Church and support the impactful ministries and programs of our diocese.

· Ministries that provide aid to those in need, support to the young men in their studies to become future priests, communities where our youth in our Catholic schools and parish programs can grow spiritually and academically, and so much more.

· I want you to know the real difference in what the Annual Diocesan Appeal is doing and the impact it’s making on the lives of others. That is why I endorse the appeal and why I hope you will as well. 

· If you have any questions about the appeal, your gift, or how to give, I encourage you to visit the appeal website at DOY.org/Appeal.

· Finally, I ask, regardless of your ability to make a gift, to continue to pray for the success of the Annual Diocesan Appeal, for those who have volunteered their time and talents in furtherance of its mission, and for the countless individuals and families among us who rely on the appeal for material and spiritual sustenance.





Commitment Weekend: February 14-15 

Goal: Ask parishioners to make a commitment to the 2026 Annual Diocesan Appeal by focusing on the appeal during homily and announcements.

Talking Points for Pastors

· As we shared with you last week, the Annual Diocesan Appeal is upon us. This is an opportunity for all of us, as part of the greater Catholic community, to come together as One in Hope and One in Mission to make a financial commitment to support ministries across the entire diocese. 

· I hope you have taken time to consider how you and your family can support this year’s appeal which provides for those in need and strengthens Catholic communities in many important ways. 

· Our goal as a parish this year is <$2026 Parish Goal> and I hope you will join me in helping to meet and exceed this year’s goal! 

Optional:
· Through your phone, you can easily and securely make a gift to the appeal. In the pews <or on the pledge cards> you will see the QR code that gives you access to the 2026 appeal website. All you need to do is open your camera on your phone, hover it over the QR code, and then you should see a notification on your phone, linking you to the online giving page. Tap on that and you will see the 2026 Annual Diocesan Appeal website. 

· From the website, using the “Make a Gift” link, you’ll be able to make your ongoing monthly gift or a one-time gift.

· If you are having issues with the QR Code, or are joining us virtually, you can access the same page by typing into your internet browser: DOY.org/appeal.

· If you prefer to make your gift by check, you may do so by completing a pledge card and returning it in the provided envelope to the ushers. 

· If you have already given, thank you very much. 

· We look forward to updating you on our appeal progress soon. God bless.

Notes:  					
After the homily at every Mass, begin the commitment process:
· Ask ushers to have the pledge already distributed throughout the pews.
· Note that anyone completing their donation online does not need to fill out a pledge form.
· Ushers/volunteers collect pledge forms and put in a secure place for the office staff to compile and return to the diocese first thing Monday morning.
· Collect all unused pledge envelopes so you will have enough to use at the upcoming Mass.
· Remember to THANK everyone for their participation and their support.

Commitment Pledge Forms:
Three Easy Steps for Processing Annual Diocesan Appeal pledge forms: 
1. Collect in-pew envelopes during Mass along with the offerings.
2. Put the in-pew envelopes in the pre-addressed envelopes. 
3. Mail the envelopes to the Office of Development & Stewardship first thing Monday morning after commitment weekend and throughout the appeal as they are turned in.




Follow Up Weekend: February 21-22 and February 28-March 1

Goal: Remind parishioners who have not yet made their commitment to the 2026 ADA to do so. Make the announcement before mass starts. Ensure pledge cards and writing utensils are available.

Talking Points for Pastors

· The last couple of weekends, we have spoken about the Annual Diocesan Appeal. I hope you have taken time to consider how you can support this year’s effort which delivers ministries to those seeking to expand their faith and education as well as provides essential ministries throughout our diocese.

· I am pleased to tell you that we are <% of 2026 Parish Target> towards our parish goal of <$2026 Parish Target> with <$Total Raised> from <# of donors>. If you have not yet made a commitment, I hope you will join me in helping to not only meet but exceed this year’s goal! 

· During this time or after Mass, I invite you to complete a 2026 pledge card OR use your phone to scan the QR code located in the pews and go to DOY.org/Appeal to make an ongoing monthly gift or a one-time gift. 

· Thank you for your support!



Palm Sunday (March 28-29) and Easter Sunday (April 4-5) Announcements:

Goal: Remind parishioners who have not yet made their commitment to the 2026 ADA to do so. Ideally, make an announcement before mass starts. Ensure pledge cards and writing utensils are available.

Talking Points for Pastors

· If you have not yet had the opportunity, please consider joining us today in supporting the 2026 Annual Diocesan Appeal! Your gift makes a difference in the lives of thousands of people, as it funds critical programs and ministries across our diocese, including Catholic Charities, Faith Formation, Seminary Formation, Catholic Schools, and more. You can make your gift online by scanning the QR code <in your pew/in the bulletin> or by using the brochure and pledge card found <in the vestibule>. Learn more at doy.org/appeal.
· Thank you to the <# of donors> households who have already made a commitment to the 2026 Annual Diocesan Appeal.


Annual Diocesan Appeal Bulletin Announcements:

These can be used during any weekend in your bulletin. You may also use Weekly Parish Resources, found on Catholic Social Media, for additional bulletin, announcement, prayers of the faithful, and social media content.

WHAT IS THE ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL?
The Annual Diocesan Appeal is a shared effort across the Diocese of Youngstown to support essential ministries. It is an opportunity for all Catholics in our diocese to come together in unity and show our commitment to carrying out the mission of Christ in our community. You can make your gift through the pledge form <at the entrance of the church> or by using the QR code to donate online. Visit doy.org/appeal for more details.

FROM THE DIOCESE
The Annual Diocesan Appeal provides crucial support for seminarians, outreach to the poor, and many other ministries, including Youth and Young Adult Ministry, Vocation Formation, Family Ministry, and more. Your contribution today ensures that we can continue to serve these important areas. Make your gift by completing a pledge card <in your pew> or by using the QR code to give online at doy.org/appeal.

FROM THE DIOCESE - A CALL TO ACTION
As a diocese, we aim higher each year to ensure that our ministries can continue making a difference throughout Northeast Ohio. The need for our support is always growing. Join Bishop Bonnar in making a gift to Catholic Charities, Catholic Schools, seminarians, and more through the Annual Diocesan Appeal. Pledge today using the form <in your pew> or give online at doy.org/appeal. Together, we are one diocese, united in faith and service!

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL UPDATE
Bishop Bonnar extends his heartfelt gratitude for the prayers and contributions of our diocese's faithful supporters. If you haven’t yet made a pledge or gift to the 2026 Annual Diocesan Appeal, we invite you to do so today. Brochures with information on giving are available <at the entrance of the church>. For more information, visit doy.org/appeal.
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